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Farmland Preservation Criteria

Criteria Possible Points

Category I: Land Evaluation (35 points)

A. Soil Productivity 20

B. Parel Size 15

Category II: Land Use (45 points)

A. Current Use and Status of the Land 7

B. Proximity to Conserved Lands 8

C. Development Vulnerability 15

D. Conservation Plan/Best Management Practices 7

E. Local Farmland Policy 8

Category III: ConserveVirginia (20 points)

Ag and Forestry Category 20

Total 100



Example Application
 255-acre property

 30% prime, 20% unique soils

 Larger than average size of farm in county by 40%

 Actively managed

 Adjoins another open space easement

 10% of property in Class II, 20% in Class III Development Vulnerability

 Applicant has a conservation plan developed by NRCS and implements BMPs

 The property is zoned A1, participates in use value taxation, and is in an agricultural and 
forestal district



Category I: Land Evaluation
A. Soil Productivity

 Calculate percentage of land in each soil 
class supporting agricultural uses (Prime, 
Unique, Important)

 Points awarded based on combined 
percentages 

Example property score:
 30% prime + 20% unique = 0.3 +0.2 = 0.5
 0.5 x 20 = 10 points



Web Soil Survey AOI



Category I: Land Evaluation
B. Parcel Size

 Use Latest US Census of Agriculture (2022)

Calculation:
 Larger by 25% or more = 15 points
 Larger by 0%-24% = 10 points
 Smaller by 1% - 24% = 7 points
 Smaller by 25% or more = 5 points

Example property score:
 Parcel is 255 acres, average size of farm in 

Fauquier is 181 acres, property is larger by 
more than 25% = 15 points

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/in
dex.php

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/F
ull_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_Level/Virginia/s

t51_2_008_008.pdf

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_Level/Virginia/st51_2_008_008.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_Level/Virginia/st51_2_008_008.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Volume_1,_Chapter_2_County_Level/Virginia/st51_2_008_008.pdf


Category II: Land Use
A. Current Use and Status

 What is the current use and status of 
the land?

Calculation:

 Is the land currently being farmed? If 
yes, 5 points

 Is this a Century Farm? If yes, 2 points

Example property score:

 Property is currently being farmed, but 
is not a Century Farm = 5 points

http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/conservation-and-environmental-virginia-century-farms.shtml



Category II: Land Use
B. Proximity to Conserved Lands

 To what degree is the land adjacent to or in close 
proximity to other preserved lands?

Calculation:
 Parcel adjoins other preserved lands = 8 points
 Parcel is within one-quarter mile but not adjoining 

preserved lands = 6 points
 Parcel is within one half mile but further than one 

quarter mile of other preserved lands = 3 points

Example property score:
 Parcel adjoins an open space easement= 8 

points

Adjoins parcel



Category II: Land Use
C. Development Vulnerability

 What is the development vulnerability rank for this 
parcel?

 Calculate the percentage of project land in Classes 
II, III, and IV. 

 Points are awarded based on the combined 
percentages of the three categories * 15

Example property score:
 10% Class II, 20% Class III, and 0% in 

Class IV= (0.1+0.2+0)= 0.3
 0.3 x 15 = 4.5 points

NOTE: We have adjusted the Development 
Vulnerability score calculation from last year. 
Only Classes II, III, and IV will be evaluated, 
and all three will be weighted the same. 
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Development Vulnerability on the NHDE Explorer

Conservation Planning Group

Calculate combined percentage of 
property in Classes II, III, and IV

https://vanhde.org/content/map



Category II: Land Use
D. Conservation Plan/Best 
Management Practices

 Does the farm have a documented 
conservation plan for applicable best 
management practices, or 

 A nutrient management plan for all 
applications to crop, hay, or pastureland?

 4 points for having a documented plan that 
outlines the implementation

 3 points for evidence of implementation

Example property score:
 Property has a conservation plan 

developed by NRCS, and has 
implemented applicable BMPs as 
evidenced by cost-share 
participation = 7 points



Category II: Land Use
E. Local Farmland Policy

 Is the project supported by local farmland protection 
policies?

 Ag zoning = 2 points

 Agricultural and Forestal District = 2 points

 Use Value Taxation = 2 points

 Purchase of Development Rights Project = 2 points

Example property score:
 Property is zoned A1, participates in Use 

Value Taxation, and is part of an 
Agricultural and Forestal District = 6 points



Category III: 
ConserveVirginia

 Proportion of the property that is in 
ConserveVA’s Agriculture & Forestry 
Category * 20

Example property score:

 0.63 * 20 = 12.6



Example Results Summary

Criteria Score Possible Points

Category I: Land Evaluation (35 points)

A. Soil Productivity 10 20

B. Parel Size 15 15

Category II: Land Use (45 points)

A. Current Use and Status of the Land 5 7

B. Proximity to Conserved Lands 8 8

C. Development Vulnerability 4.5 15

D. Conservation Plan/Best Management Practices 7 7

E. Local Farmland Policy 6 8

Category III: ConserveVirginia (20 points)

Ag and Forestry Category 12.6 20

Total 68.1 100



Suggestions

 Competitive category, but many opportunities to 

demonstrate project value

 Run the scoring sheet and provide evidence in your 

application for the scoring

 The more materials/documentation included, the better! 

 Complete application-respond to all criteria and questions



Questions:
Genny Harris

Working Lands Conservation Specialist
genette.harris@dof.virginia.gov

 

434-282-4823

Website: http://www.dof.virginia.gov

mailto:genette.harris@dof.virginia.gov
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